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LORD'S DAY. 


$ARS T muſt be 3 that fuck | 
0 1 W as would be ſaved, muſt be 
K very diligent and earneſt in 
K ers the Uſe of the Means of 
Salvation: And for this Reaſon, that 
they muſt be very careful to make the 
beſt Uſe of the Lord's Day, which is a 
peculiar Seaſon for their ſpiritual Edifi- 
cation. As God has liberally indulged 
us wi fix Days for the TR of 


„ 4 1 our 


\ 


A Earneft Perſuaſive 


our worldly Affairs, ſo has he reſerved 
the ſeventh to himſelf, and commanded 
us therein to ceaſe from: our worldly 
Labours and common Diverſions, that 


we may the more entirely wait upon Him, 


and advance our ſpiritual and eternal 
Intereſts. And the very Nature of the 
Thing ſhews us how reaſonable it is, that 
we, Who muſt live for ever in another 
World, ſhould ſet apart a due Portion of 


our Time to Prepare for bbs - 


80 that on this holy ri we . as 
much as we can, to avoid unneceſſary 


Company, that we may enjoy a more full 


Communion with. God, and proſecute the 
Buſineſs of our Holy Calling with leſs 
Diſtraction. And whoever jo ſo, will 
find unſpeakable Advantages in it, to his 
great Comfort in Life and Death: God 
Almighty having declared, He vill be- 
ftow his peculiar Favours on them that 
ö * 1 55 


And what true Lover of kis own Soul 
can be wanting in laying hold on ſo bleſs- 
ed an Opportunity of obtaining Favour 
with Almighty God, and receiving the 
| Riches of his Grace and — in Jeſus 
25 Chriſt ? 


to obſerve -the'Lorn's Par. 5 
Chriſt ?.,- Eſpecially conſidering, that we 
know not how few of theſe Days of 
Salvation may be granted to us, and how 
dreadful it is to die in the Ou or 
een of them. 5 


And let none imagine, that this was a 
Commandment to the Jeus only, and does 
not reach to us Chriſtians; on the con- 
trary, we find in the New Teftament, that 
our Lord keeps up a Title to a ſeventh 
Day ſtill, which is called the Lord's Day, 
Rev. i, 10. (becauſe our bleſſed Lord roſe 
on that Day; which has ever ſince been 
particularly dedicated tothe Remembrance | 
of his Reſurrection.) And: we find it ob- 
ſerved by the Apoſtles, as a Day of AG 
ſembling for the public Worſhip of Ged; 
and Miniſtration of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, Als xx. 7. As alſo for a public 
Collection for the poorer Saints, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1, 2. And we read, that our bleſſed 
Saviour appeared to his Diſciples ſeveral 
Times, and bleſſed them on this his Day, 
Jobn xx. 19, 26. And he ſent his holy © 
Spirit- upon them on this Day, Ads ii. 4. 
And ſince the bleſſings derived to us — 
the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Saviour 
n We Chriſtians on this Day Com- 

= memo- 


6 © An Earneſt Perſuaſive © 
memorate) do wonderfully exceed the 
Works of Creation common to us with 
the Jets, or the Deliverance from Egyp- 
tian Bondage peculiar to them, we cannot 
without groſs Abſurdity and Ingratitude 
think, that the. moral Obligation of it is 
ceaſed, To be of this Opinion, is to 
oppoſe the Common Senſe of Mankind, 
and the eſtabliſhed Orders of our Go- 
vernors in Church and State: And all 
Chriſtians have as much Reaſon to riſe vp 
and oppoſe ſuch as would level this holy 
Day of God with other common Days, 
as they would thoſe who are digging down 
the Sea-Banks; for by Mens breaking in 
upon the Limits of this ſacred Day (in- 
ſtituted for the; keeping up a Senſe of 
Virtue and Religion in the World, a whole 
Tide of Vice and Profaneneſs will flow in 
upon us, to the Diſhonour of God, the 
Contempt of Religion, and the pulling 
down of Plagues and Calamities upon us; 
which all Men are concerned to do their 


utmoſt to prevent. And we ſee by the 


Confeſſion of Notorious Offenders, who 
are brought to ſuffer the Reward of their 
evil Deeds, that a chief Cauſe of their 
Diſſoluteneſs and Ruin, has been owing 
to their Diſregard of the Lord's Day. 


As 


As our good God therefore has ſepa- 


tated this bleſſed Day to his peculiar 


Service, for his own Glory, and the Good 


of Men, both in this World and the next; 
let us not diſappoint theſe gracious Ends, | 


by Indolence, worldly Buſineſs, or ſinful 


Diverſions. . Let no common Thing i 8 
7 


us from the public Worſhip of Go 


either in the Fore or Afternoon; and let 
as much of the reſt of the Day as we can, 
be ſpent in the Devotions of the Cloſet 
and Family; in Catechiſing of our Chil- 
dren and Servants, in Repeating what we 


heard, in Reading good Books, in Pray- 


er, Singing of Pſalms, and in good Diſ- f 


courſe. And if theſe ſweet and bleſſed 


Exerciſes are tedious and irkſome to us, 
it is enough to affright us to think, how 
unfit we are for Heaven, where the Love 
and Praiſes of God make a great Part of 
the glorious Entertainment; of which the 
due keeping of a Chriſtian Sabbath is the 
happieſt Reſemblance that we have upon 


* 


Earth. 


But here, alas! too | many. amongſt us 
grow uneaſy at theſe holy Reſtraints 3 


and being unaccuſtomed to deny them- 
CCC ſelves 
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8 n Earnch Perſanſioe ; 
ſelves any thing that their corrupt Hearts 
defire on other Days, they know not how 
to reſtrain themſelves on this: And hav- 
ing no inward Reliſh of Religion, they are 
ſoon weary of it, and long to run after 
their uſual Recreations. But ſutel „ſuch 
Divetfions, as Gaming, Foot-Ball- p aying, 


Dancing, Loitering in Public Houſes, 
and the like, are not allowable on this 


Day; having fo great a Tendency to take 


off that Seriouſneſs and Senſe of Piety, 
which it is the Deſign of this wha s Inſti- 


tuition to promote. 


For, Sirs, whether voc wil Fedder it 


or not, God has bleſſed and ſandiified this 
Day; thar is, He has ſeparated it to his 
75 eculiar Service, from all our worldly 
s and Buſfineſs. But we muſt not for 
125 Reaſon ſet it apart for Sloth, nor yet 
for Pleaſure and Diverſion, much leſs for 
Sin, to pamper the Body, and to indulge 


the Luſts thereof, and the Vanities of this 


World: For we have not only renounced 
theſe in the ſacred Covenant of Baptiſm, 


but this Day is likewiſe principally ſet 
apart for the Worſhip and Honour of 


God, and the ſpiritual Improvement of 


| our * and 2 for Heaven. 


And. 
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1 obſerve the Lonp's Dav. * 
And to loſe the bleſſed Opportunity of 
this in public or private, for either 
worldly or ſinful Ends, is a baſe miſ- ſpend. 
ing of our Talent, a manifeſt Contempt 
of God and his Authority, and a perni- 
cious Neglect of our Salvation; and ſuck- 
Perſons as will not be convinced of this 
now, will be taught it in a very terrible 
Manner hereafter. And ſurely, they can- 
not be accounted other than the Enemies 
of God, and of their own Souls too, who 
reject the Bleſſing of the Lord's Day, by 
uſing it to a quite contrary End and De- 
ſign. Our Church has thought the Obſer- 


vation of the Lord's Day to be of ſuch | 


great Importance, that after the Rehearſab 
of the Fourth Commandment, we are re- 
quired to implore Forꝑiveneſt of God, for 
all that we have done contrary to this holy 
Law of his; and to pray, that He would 
give us his Grace that we may never com 
mit any ſuch grievous Sins any more, in 
theſe Words: Lord, have mercy upon us, 
and incline onr Hearts. to keep * Law. 


And foraſmuch as our fopreme Law 
giver has in this Law of his 3 that 
ſuch as have Strangers within their Gates, | 


_ T or — do look to it, 


that 


10 : Ar Earneſt Perſuaſive : 


that thoſe under their Roof do not profane 


this- ſacred Day : How greatly are thoſe 
who keep Taverns and Public Houſes 
concerned, to keep their Houſes clear of 
Company on this Day? ſince they and 


their Servants muſt thereby be prevented 


from attending on the public Worſhip of 
God, and are in great Danger of loſing 
all ſerious Senſe of their Duty to God, 
their Neighbour, or themſelves. Beſides, 
we muſt anſwer to God for any Profana- 
tion of the Lord's Day, diſcernable and 
preventable by us, that was committed by 
_ thoſe. under our Authority, in our Houſes, 
wherein, as Governors, we ought to bear 
Rule to the Glory of Gd. 


And therefore, however many Maſters 
of Public Houſes flatter themſelves with 
the Gains they make by following their 
Trades, and humouring their Cuſtomers 
on this reſerved Day of our Lord, they 
will find a very ſad Reckoning at laſt, be- 


fore the Judge of all the Earth. When 
it will be made appear, that they have 


ſupplied many Perſons with Inſtruments 
to fight againſt God, in that they ſuffered 
them to ſit drinking and revelling in their 


Houſes, whilſt they ought to have been 
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0 obſerve the Lonxp's Day. 11” 
at the public Worſhip of God, or to 
have been employed in the pious Govern- 
ment of their own Families. And what- 
ever Friendſhip there now ſeems to be, 


| between ſuch as live in thoſe pernicious 


Vices, and ſuch as adminiſter Fuel to 
them, it may at laſt break out into an 
eternal Enmity and Averſion in the other 
World; where the one may ſay, «© Had 

« you not admitted me into your Houſe, 
« and ſupplied me with Wine and other 
« Things, which were not Matter of Ne- 
« ceflity, but mere Vanity and Impiety, 
« I might have kept the Lord's Day bet- 


« ter, and have eſcaped this Place of Tor- 


i ment.” And on the other Hand, the 
other Party may reply, Had you not 
« frequented my Houſe on the Lord's 


Day, and prevented me and my Ser- 


e vants from ſerving God in his Houſe 


and my own, we might likewiſe have 
been more happy.” 9 


That ſuch Expoſtulations and Upbraid- 
ings will be like to be in the other World, 
(where every one will ſee the Baſeneſs and 


Perniciouſneſs of ſinning againſt God) is 
very probable from what we ſee in Per- 


ſons 
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ſons whoſe ne God 2 — here 


1 


1 e a Gentleman who, after a ow 
Sickneſs -betaking himſelf. to a new Life, 
| ſent for the Maſter of the Tavern, where 


he had miſ- ſpent much Time, and many 


Lord's Days, and with ſuch a Counte- 
nance as made him even trembley checked 
him ſeverely for allowing Company to ſit 
drinking on the Lord's Day, or upon any 
other Day to Exceſs; and gave him ſuch 


an affecting Charge to amend this for the 


future, as flartled him whenever he called 
it to Mind; as the Perſon to whom he 


N en afterwards confeſſed. 


29 Say not W What ICT is are 
in drawing Drink to ſuch Perſons as te- 


quire it on the Lord's Day? Since if it be 


unneceſſary, it cannot but be very ſinful ;_ 
becauſe, at beſt, it makes both-them and- 
you miſ-ſpend the Lord's Day; and many 


Times occaſions very heinons Diſorders | 


and ee e on it. 


. Say not, You ſhall Joſe your FIR 
and fail erb a Livelihood, by- obſerving 


this Part of your Duty; * + 
that 


mam 2 =» 4 oo 
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ti ohſerve tbe Lonn's Dar. 12 
that God rained down a double Portion | 


of Manna. on the Day before the Sabbath, 
for the Uſe of thoſe that obſerved it, Exo- 
dus xvi. 29. And be affured, that you 


cannot loſe by . e Service to to 


your a Maſter. e Ee 


8. Say not, Others 01 it, and I will not 


| be fingular : ſince the Law of God, and 


not the Practice of others, muſt be our 


Rule, if we e God's Kingdom. 


- Laſtly, Say not," That if it be a. Sin, 
you muſt anſwer for it yourſelf, and that 


no Body elſe is concerned in it. No, al! 


public Sins are public Offences and 


Scandals that is, they occaſion others to 
fall into Sin, are the common Reproach 


of Chriſtianity, and the Cauſes of public 
Calamities. Upen which Account there- 
fore, it were to be wiſhed, that all would 
oppoſe the Profanation of the Lord's Day 


by all lawful and adviſeable Means; as 


that which tends directly to the Diſhonour 


of God, the Decay of Religion, and to 
the DeſtruRtion of the pubſic Good. 2 


We are all an enough to hay Hends 3 
on n As break any Law which concerns 
ourſelves, = 


— 


"14 An Earneft Perſuaſive 
ourſelves, If any one ſteals, or-robs us 
of any little Matter, we alarm the Neigh- 

bourhood, and raiſe all the Power we can 

to apprehend the Thief, and are at Charge 
to. proſecute and puniſh him according to 

Law: And without Doubt, we do well 

in it; for the tolerating ſuch Offenders is 

_ Imjuſtice to the Public, and a Cruelty to 
the Innocent, But then, why are we ſo 

Mack, and ſo unwilling to vindicate, by 
prudent and proper Means, the Honour 

of God, againſt ſuch as profane his holy 
. Day and Name? Are theſe light Matters? 


Has not God a Right and Title in his 


own Day ? Or rather; Is not the true 
Reaſon, Becauſe we are not ſo ſenſible 
. of Offences againſt God as againſt our- 
ſelves? But this is a very bad State, 
and a ſure Sign, that we have not that 
Love and Zeal for God, which every 


true Chriſtian ought to have. Let us 


therefore rouſe up ourſelves to do this 
HFonour to God, or we ſhall never * 
Honoured by Him. 


'To ſum up all: The Lands Day i is, 


in its Inſtitution, a Day of Bleſſing, and 
of infinite Good to Men: But Men may, 
f their Idleneſs or Profaneneſs, turn 
3 3 . their 
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their Bleſſings into Curſes. But as this 


8 

is great Folly, ſo it will end in diſmal 
Sorrow and Anguilh, . eſpecially when | 
e BE theſe Days of the Son of Man are over. 
When Death cloſes up the Day of Grace | 
and Mercy, and there ſhall be no more | 
s  Sabbaths, nor Sacraments, nor Sermons, | 
> | nor Prayers, for ever: Then will the pro; 
> BE fane Perſon wiſh in vain for the Return of | 
y that which he hath irreparably loſt by | 
r | deſpiling it; like Eſau's begging with | 
y Tears (but to no Purpoſe) for the Bleſſing 

? I which he had fold for a ſenſual Morſel. 

e O my Brethren! Know your Chriſtian 


e Privileges, improve your bleſſed Sabbaths, 
— and the in valuable Seaſons of God's Grace. 
, Our Day of Life and of Grace is far ſpent, 
it and tbe Night is at hand. Let this quick- 
y en us in theſe laſt Hours of our Day; to 
s i Provide the Things which make for our eter- 
is I 71 Peace, leſt they be ere long hidden 
xx from our Eyes, and we for ever debarred 


from their Enjoyment. 
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Queſtions and Anſwers concerning the Two 
Religions, viz. That of the Church of England, 
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paration for it; fitted to the meaneſt Capacities 
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